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1st BCT Commander Colonel Jon Jensen renders a salute to the memorial of Colonel William Colvill on July 2nd, 2013, the 150th anniversary of the 1st Minnesota Regiment’s participation in the Battle of Gettysburg. Photo by MAJ Kristen Auge
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Colonel Loren Hubert
I just returned from a funeral
nician force, and threatens to take an even more
for a 25 year-old Staff Sergeant
serious toll. Secretary Hagel has stated on more
(Air) who was brutally shot
than one occasion, that unless sequestration is seriand killed in his home. A womously reformed or completely halted, we will have a
an and another man have
hollow force, composed of members who are inadebeen arrested as suspects in the murder. SSgt Branquately trained, inadequately equipped and certaindon Horst was a full time member of the Security
ly not ready to go to war. This is why we need our
rd
Forces Squadron at the 133 Airlift Wing. Chaplain
National Guard Association now more than ever.
(LtCol) John Echert performed the funeral mass at
They are constantly hard at work to ensure congress
his parish in South Saint Paul and noted in his homihears our message and supports us. Your Associaly that he rarely has seen his church so full. The sea
tion was instrumental in the writing and passage of
of military uniforms stretched from the front to the
the National Guard Empowerment Act, which
back of the church, including the pall bearers, who
placed the Chief of the National Guard Bureau as a
were members of the Security Forces Squadron.
FULL member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Other acChaplain Echert commented that customarily
complishments include the Post 9-11 GI Bill,
at funerals, the family will sit on one side
averting the highly disproportionate cuts
“When
it
of the church, while friends, guests and
to the ANG in 2012 and modernizing the
other supporters will sit on the other
Army National Guard. There are many
comes
to
public
side. He accurately noted that Branmore successes and many more
don had family on both sides of the opinion, it is a good efforts in the works.
church.
In spite of all of the NGAUS past suc-

time to be in the cesses, our future success will depend
We have all probably heard it
said more than once that the Guard is
heavily on the strength of our memmilitary.”
family. We share a common bond,
bership. The National Guard Association
whether formed at UTAs during training or
of Minnesota has not had membership as
in a war overseas. We support each other and each
strong as we should during recent years. Our Execother’s families – their spouses, children or more
utive Director, Mark Martin and I estimate there are
extended family members. This bond and mutual
500 officers in the Minnesota National Guard who
support we all share is unique and widely respected
are not members of NGAUS. This is what is often
by many. For virtually my whole military career, the
called, in military terms, “a target-rich environmilitary has ranked at or near the top of the list of
ment.” I challenge each one of you who received
most respected professions in the country. When it
this issue of the Vikang News to recruit a new memcomes to public opinion, it is a good time to be in
ber to join the Association. Find somebody in your
the military. I can’t count the number of times I
unit who is not a member and convince them to
have had another citizen thank me for my service
join. All of the information you need is on our webwhen I wear my uniform in public. When dining in
site: http://www.ngamn.org. In addition, there is a
uniform at a restaurant, my lunch has been paid for
bonus program which pays $100 for each recruit, a
countless times – often anonymously – by some
state life membership for the 6th and a national life
other restaurant patron. Unfortunately, we lately
membership for the 11th! This is a great opportunity
feel like we’re struggling for our very survival
to build your Association, which in turn supports
against our own lawmakers. Sequestration has alboth your personal and Guard families.
ready taken a serious toll, most notably on our tech-
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84TH TROOP COMMAND
Major Mark Lappegaard
This summer, 84th Troop Command (Minneapolis), led by COL
Dirk Kloss, exceeded readiness aimpoints, mobilized and reintegrated units, and participated in civil support training.
On readiness, the brigade reached its goal of achieving the top
personnel readiness rating, down to the company level, without
cross leveling. The 1-151 Field Artillery Battalion (Montevideo),
led by LTC Brian Pharr, received their long awaited Q37 radar
upgrade.
On the deployment front, one company returned, two departed, and one is preparing to depart. The 257th Military Police
Company (Monticello), led by CPT Troy Hyland, returned in April
from their interment
mission in northeastern Afghanistan. The
850th
Horizontal
Engineer Company
(Cambridge), led by
CPT Mike Thompson,
deployed in March
to
conduct
demining
operations
and construction in
Afghanistan.
The
849th Mobility Augmentation Company (Litchfield), led by CPT Matthew Jukkala,
deployed in July to conduct route clearance in Afghanistan. The
34th Military Police Company (Stillwater), led by CPT Isaac Allen,
was told to prepare for possible customs duty in Kuwait in 2015.
Finally, for civil operations, the 55th
Civil Support Team (Saint Paul), led by
LTC Robb Mattila, and the CBRN Enhanced Response Force (Minneapolis),
led by LTC Keith Ferdon, conducted
"Patriot Exercise 13" at Volk Field, Wisconsin and participated in a Joint Forces Functional Exercise in preparation
for "Vigilant Guard 15". Related to
supporting others, the 682nd Engineer Battalion (Willmar), now
led by LTC Keith Ferdon, and the 851 Vertical Engineer Company
(Little Falls), led by CPT Shawn Frey, upgraded the concrete pads
and electrical for 44 tin huts in training area Y-2 at Camp Ripley.

148TH FIGHTER WING
Captain John Christenson
The term “deployment” has been upon the Wing for the past
6+ months, as we have logged countless hours of preparation
training, site layouts, and exercise evaluations that simulate
what we will be evaluated upon in late August. The deployment was a simulated 12 ship F-16 package to Base X in Korea. The Air Combat Command Inspector General will be at
the 148 FW from 21 to 27 August 2013 to assess our regeneration capabilities, and the ability to survive, operate and sustain the flying mission for a sustained period of time. This is a
time to show off all the hard work and
dedication each and every member of
the 148 FW puts into serving their
country and representing the great
state of Minnesota and the Air National Guard.
The 148th Fighter Wing was also recently visited by LG Alain J. Parent,
Deputy Commander of North American Aerospace Defense Command
(NORAD) and Commander Canadian
NORAD Staff. He had stopped to thank the Wing for its commitment and success in the alert mission, and subsequently
bestowed his General’s coin upon four members of the Wing.
Until recently, the 148 FW had been on alert since the early
1960’s, with the exception of a short period of time in which
the Wing was assigned the Reconnaissance mission. Over
that time, the Wing logged hundreds of thousands of hours in
the air intercepting aircraft from Russia, flying combat air patrols to protect the President, finding wayward small aircraft
cruising through no fly zones, looking for a sinking Coast
Guard ship, executing the mission “Brothers to the Rescue”,
and numerous others. It was a great mission for our Wing,
and as we move into the future, we hope to continue performing our Aerospace Combat Alert mission at a deployed
location for many years to come.

As Troop Command prepares for TY14, it intends to improve
personnel readiness, with a focus on improving efficiency and
increasing M-Day leadership's situational awareness. As the
Division Commander, MG David Elicerio, said during the 84th
Troop Command Leader Validation "This week I meet with the
Adjutant General to talk about readiness. And by that I mean P2. So when the two two-stars in the State get together to talk
and it's about P-2? Then everyone must realize 'P-2 is about
readiness.”
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134th BCT
Major Ryan Rossman
On July 2, the sesquicentennial anniversary of the
Battle of Gettysburg, Minnesota National Guard’s
Adjutant General, Maj. Gen. Richard C. Nash, traveled to Gettysburg to pay tribute to Minnesota's First Volunteer Infantry Regiment. As the leader of the Minnesota National Guard, the
state's volunteer military force, MG Nash took part in a series of
events recalling the actions at
Gettysburg and the valiant efforts
of the First Minnesota.
While MG Nash was at Gettysburg, a ceremony occurred at
Cannon Falls Cemetery, Cannon
Falls, Minn. with approximately
30 soldiers comprised mostly of
Minnesota National Guard's 2nd
Battalion, 135th Infantry Regiment.
“The 1st Brigade Combat Team
and notably the 2nd Battalion, 135th Infantry trace their lineage
back to the First Minnesota,” said Army Lt. Col. Simon L.
Schaefer, battalion commander for the 2nd Battalion, 135th
Infantry. “We honor the service and sacrifice of these very early citizen soldiers, whose bravery and gallant actions had a significant impact on the outcome of the battle of Gettysburg and
quite possibly on the Civil War itself.”

The keynote speaker for the event, Army Col. Jon A. Jensen,
brigade commander for the 1st Armored Brigade Combat Team,
34th Red Bull Infantry Division, had this to say as he addressed
the crowd, “Two things have always captured my attention
since I first became aware of the remarkable story of the First
Minnesota in Gettysburg. First, at the end of July 2, 1863, having attacked and checked a force
many times its size, and having
suffering horrific casualties, not one
soldier was missing. All remained
accounted for – meaning not one
man turned and fled the battlefield –
even when death seemed so apparent and so close.”
“Second, at the end of that day, despite the horrific casualty rate, the
First Minnesota was not removed
from the battlefield. Instead they
stood fast, fought and played a pivotal role in defeating Pickett’s charge the next day – the final day
of battle in Gettysburg.”
The event included a description of the battle by reading the
Plum Run report, a wreath laying ceremony at COL Colvill's Memorial and concluded with a traditional rifle salute.

ALUMNI GROUP
BG(R) Tim Kennedy
We have changed the name of the Retired Group to the Alumni Group. We believe that this more accurately reflects
who is, and who we want, to be a member of this group. We encourage all offiers, who have served in the National Guard, to belong to
NGAMN and this group. We are entering interesting budget times and NGAUS and NGAMN are the organizations that carry the flag for
the National Guard.
This is a new initiative for NGAMN and you can help us get the word out. You can let people know and send them
towww.ngamn.org to sign up or send me their contact information (preferably e-mail information) and I will contact them and let them
know. My e-mail is bgrettim@gmail.com.

The Alumni group members have spent time this summer participating in fund raising events, often involving golfing, always involving
camaraderie. There are some upcoming events that will provide more of the same. The Camp Ripley Open House is on September 15,
2013 followed by the Camp Ripley Golf Tournament is on September 23, 2013. The annual Memorialization Ceremony is Sunday, October 6, 2013. Close out the year by attending the NGAMN Annual Holiday Dinner, hosted by the Alumni Group, on Friday evening, December 6th at the Fort Snelling Officers Club.
I would also ask that you continue to support the Minnesota Military Family Foundation, www.minnesotamilitaryfamilyfoundation.org,
as it continues to serve the National Guard Family. Also, there is fund raising nearing completion for the Military Family Tribute, www.militaryfamilytribute.org. The Military Family Tribute will be located at the State Capitol Mall in St. Paul, Minnesota and will
forever stand as a personal thank you to each spouse, significant other, child, parent, grandparent, sibling and any other person a soldier defines as family who provides the true foundation of support to our military personnel.
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347th RSG
Captain CJ Bonander
Third quarter of 2013 was more eventful than usual for
the 347th Regional Support Group headquartered in Roseville, MN. At Annual Training in June, the Higher Headquarters Detachment (HHD) completed a virtual command post exercise (CPX) utilizing the latest technology
and contractor support.
While the brigade staff
utilized the CPX to prepare for a hypothetical
wartime mission, the
114th Transportation
Company, headquartered in Chisholm, MN,
completed PTAE toward their upcoming
deployment in support
of OEF. The 114 TRANS trained hard during annual
training and CSM Cynthia Kallberg visited the unit to
show support and recognize outstanding training. The
204th Area Support Medical Company held a Warrior
Challenge during AT and supported a Wisconsin based
Army Reserve Bridge Engineer unit as they set up a
bridge to cross the mighty Mississippi. 147th FIN DET
Rear participated in the Diamond Saber event at Fort

McCoy. The 224 Transportation Company received a Notification of Sourcing and will start to
look ahead at a deployment next year. Two companies
have new commanders. MAJ Cheryl Wachenheim now
commands the 204 ASMC and CPT Todd Hoebing took
charge of the HHD. The biggest news of the Summer
was the return of the 147th Finance Detachment from a
successful year-long deployment to Afghanistan. They
will be completing reintegration over the next couple
months and we are glad to have a unit home as another
one carries on the fight down range.
Next up for the RSG is another staff exercise at Ft. Snelling toward preparing for the larger exercise at Ft McCoy
in the spring and a Brigade Change of Command. COL
Johanna Clyborne will take command from COL Steven
Hanson on 07SEP13 at the Camp Ripley hanger conference center.
Please 'like' the 347th RSG Facebook page and attend
to all the activities going on within the logistical support
leader for the Minnesota Army National Guard.
https://www.facebook.com/347RSG
Victory!

34th ID
Captain Chris Kline
The Division Headquarters has been very busy this year with training exercises and equipment upgrades. There have been three scheduled Annual training periods this year, Mission Command Training
(MCT) in preparation for the Division Full Scale Exercise (DFSX) formally known as Warfighter which was at Fort
Leavenworth, KS; Talisman Saber 13 conducted at Joint Base Lewis-McChord (JBLM), WA; and finally the Mission
Command Systems Integration (MCSI) held up at Camp Ripley MN. While all the events are geared towards exercising and training the headquarters staff, the MCSI is also designed to test and validate all the Tactical Mission
Command (TMC) systems the Division has in its inventory. Speaking of TMC systems, the Division’s software package for this equipment has been upgraded to the current version. This was a major event considering the number
of pieces involved. Later next year, the Warfighter Information Network-Tactical (WIN-T) which is the Army's current and future tactical communications network backbone will be upgrade to its next level. Finally closing things
out, this October Major General David Elicerio will hand over command of the 34th Infantry Division to Brigadier
General Neal Loidolt.
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34TH CAB
Lieutenant Colonel Jeff Merricks
Welcome home MAJ Dan O’Meara , SGM Juan Esquivel and the
rest of C Co 2-211 Med! In June C Co 2-211 Med returned home
from their deployment to Afghanistan. During the deployment
they flew more than 3200 hours and conducted over 450 MEDEVAC missions. This is a great accomplishment to an outstanding
unit, thank you.
During the June Annual Training season the 34 th CAB HQ’s and 2
-147th AVN conducted a warfighter exercise with the 40 th ID at
Ft. Leavenworth. This was an outstanding exercise for the CAB.
All sections stepped up to the challenged and ensured 34 th “Red
Bulls” led the way. The key success of the exercise was the BDE
staff’s ability to digitally integrate with higher, lower, and adjacent units. The junior NCO’s and officers did a superb job navigating through all the “A Way” ideas to get the Common Operational Picture humming for the Commander. A special shout
out to the S6 section who kept all of our digital systems up and
running so the integration can happen. LTC Fix and his 2-147th
staff maneuvered six subordinate units for the CAB during the
exercise. This was great professional development for some
outstanding young lieutenants and junior warrant officers to act
as BN Commanders and take the products from the BDE OPORD
and put it into action. While the CAB and 2-147th HQ’s were in
Leavenworth, LTC Gary Jorgensen established TF 834th and conducted home station AT for the remaining BDE units. The CAB
continued to support RTI with aircraft for OCS and the 68W
course.
The CAB HQ and 2-147th have now received their alert orders
and continue to prepare for mobilization to Kuwait in June 2014.
Since the last report, B Co 2-211(CH47F) has been off ramped
from their Afghanistan NOS (Notification of Sourcing). They will
continue to train on the new CH47F’s to ensure that they are
ready if called upon again.

LEGISLATIVE REPORT
Colonel Eric Ahlness
“Senate Republicans and senior White House officials have quietly
begun talks about the kind of sweeping fiscal legislation needed to
lessen or void sequestration, raising hopes of a deal from miniscule
to slight.” This was a recent lead in a Defense News story discussing
the potential for continued sequestration measures, which will be
implemented in FY14 if the Administration and Congress cannot find
ways to put into place more than $450 billion in deficit-reduction
measures. The “grand bargain” talks have been delayed for months,
while Congress addresses other issues.
Further reductions on the scale required by sequestration will continue to have a large impact on the Department of Defense, as the
measure calls for $500 Billion in defense cuts over a 10-year period.
The first year of cuts, in FY13, have already impacted the readiness
of the Guard and the quality of life for many of its members—
particularly Federal Technicians.
The National Guard Association has a strong legislative agenda for
FY14 designed to protect National Guard missions, preserve National Guard units, and to make wise and fiscally responsible force structure decisions that protect this country by using the proven strength
and economy of the National Guard. Just this year, the Reserve
Forces Policy Board clearly demonstrated the value of the Reserve
Component, which operates at about a third of the cost of the Active Duty.
Regrettably, some Guard members who have not been NGAUS
members in the past have stated that the Association has done well
without their membership. While it is true we received unprecedented Congressional support during the last decade, that is not the
norm and it will not continue. Although we have great support from
Congress, there is no longer the political will to fund defense programs at current or higher levels. Likewise, many have joined the
Association, but have not actively engaged their political representatives at state and federal levels. Again in the past this was acceptable, but in the violate future political climate, the voice of every active member is important to make headway on important issues.
The National Guard Association is seen as one of the most effective
voices on Capitol Hill. It is favorably compared to the National Rifle
Association in its ability to achieve its agenda. Such a reputation is
fragile, as it requires continued active involvement of its members
to reach out to members of congress and to the state legislature. In
the coming year, your participation will be more important than
ever to sustain the benefits we have fought for many years.
The Legislative Action Group is now formed and ready to engage in
the upcoming legislative sessions. When asked, please contact your
legislators or attend a hearing meeting at the Minnesota State Capitol to help our elected leaders hear the voice of the National Guard.
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133RD AIRLIFT WING
Captain Jeramy Browning
This past month the 133 Air Wing
had anything but a typical drill
weekend. We said farewell to BG
Greg Hasse, as he has retired from the technician
work force and moved on to a new role at EUCOM.
We welcomed Col Johnson to his new role as Wing
commander. There was a reunion of founding members of the 109th Aeromedical evacuation Squadron.
And Family day…we celebrated the military family.
In this whirlwind of games, excitement, fond farewells, reminiscent stories and pure gratitude we reflect upon the past year of support from friends, family and fellow wingmen.
The weekend events started early with a retirement
and promotion celebration with BG Haase. The
133AW and guests had a lot of fun reminiscing and
“roasting” The General during his retirement. We
then switched gears back to the Military tradition of
an officer pinning promotion. It was very exciting to
see such a deserving leader reach this milestone in
his career. General Hasse will be missed but I am
certain due to the legacy he has left behind the airmen of the 133 AW will continue to celebrate many
more years of success and service to this great nation.
As the weekend continued Saturday the 133 Airlift
Wing received the Air Force Outstanding Unit Award.
This recognition could not be a better kick off to the
Family Day events. The unit recognition is shared
with all of the 133AW, supporting units and its family
support teams. The families share just as an important role in the wings success as do the airmen
serving the country. We always love to share and
reap these rewards together.

cal Evacuation Unit. Being a current member of the
unit for the past 15 years I felt that I had a pretty
good idea as to the beginnings, history and functions
of the Aeromedical Evacuation mission. Post reunion
I stood in awe of these past heroes of our nation as
they shared the stories of inception, development,
training and service. It was different times and different wars but I was very honored and proud to have
met and served in the same Air Force as all of these
former wing members.
This reflection was unique for I was able to hear stories and share experiences with the very first Aeromedical Evacuation Flight founders, having the privilege and claim to be the very first Air National Guard
Aeromedical Evacuation Unit. Founded in 1961, now
the 109th Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron represents the 133 AW as the premier AES unit in the Nation. The 109th AES is definitely grateful for our innovative and resilient founders for paving the way and
for the 133 Airlift Wing leadership for all of the past,
present and future support.
From the meager inception of moving patients on an
aircraft with little to no equipment the AES mission
has transformed and grown into a self-sustainable
command and control patient movement system.
We have more training, more equipment, and bigger
aircraft….but the same caliber of compassionate
flight-qualified medical providers moving our injured
soldiers and airmen across the globe for definitive
lifesaving medical care. As I have said many times to
my family and friends, I love being part of the
133AW/109AES. I feel that we have the best mission
in the greatest Air Force in the world.

During the 133 AW Family day I had the privilege of
participating in a military reunion for the AeromediVikang News | Page 7

2013 Membership Enrollment Form
National Guard Association of Minnesota
PO Box 47132
Plymouth, MN 55447
Phone: 763-202-2151
Name_______________________________________________________________Rank_____________________________________________
Address______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City_________________________________________________________________State_____________ Zip____________________________
Home Phone_______________________________________ Work Phone____________________________ Cell_________________________
Unit Assignment________________________________________________________ Group__________________________________________
E-mail________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Amount Due_______________________ (See table below) Make check payable to NGAMN send to address above
To pay by credit card, fill out the following: Check credit card type: Master Card [ ] Visa [ ]
Account Number:__________________________________________________________Exp Date:_____________________________________

Grade

O1

O2

O3

O4

O5

O6

O7

O8

WO1

CW2

CW3

CW4

CW5

State

$ 15.00

$ 15.00

$ 20.00

$ 30.00

$ 35.00

$ 35.00

$ 40.00

$ 40.00

$ 15.00

$ 15.00

$ 20.00

$ 30.00

$ 30.00

National

$ 30.00

$ 45.00

$ 59.00

$ 72.00

$ 85.00

$ 108.00

$ 123.00

$ 139.00

$ 26.00

$ 35.00

$ 46.00

$ 59.00

$ 73.00

Total

$ 45.00

$ 60.00

$ 79.00

$ 102.00

$ 120.00

$ 143.00

$ 163.00

$ 179.00

$ 41.00

$ 50.00

$ 66.00

$ 89.00

$ 103.00

Associate Member: $10
Newly Commissioned Officer and Warrant Officers receive free membership for period of one year and any portion of the year in which
appointed.
Active Life NGAUS Membership: one lump sum payment of $1,000.00 or over two years in four $250 installments.
Active State Life Membership: one lump sum payment of $250
For Retired Officers: NGAUS Life Member $125 State Life Member $50
GROUPS
1st Brigade Combat Team
347th Regional Support Group
34th Infantry Division/Division Separates
133rd Airlift Wing
148th Fighter Wing
Joint Forces Headquarters
34th Combat Aviation Brigade
84th Troop Command
Warrant Officers
Alumni Group
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HOLD THE DATE!
DECEMBER 6TH, 2013

NGAMN Holiday Party & Dinner
6 December, 2013
Hosted by the Alumni Group
Ft. Snelling Officer’s Club
Be sure to hold the date on your
calendars. All members in good
standing for 2013 are invited!

NATIONAL GUARD ASSOCIATION OF MINNESOTA
2013 CORPORATE SPONSORS
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National Guard Association of
Minnesota
C/O Mark J. Martin
PO Box 47132
Plymouth, MN 55447

Executive Director
Mark Martin
Each year, we welcome a new class of Warrant and
Commissioned Officers to our ranks. This past month,
Minnesota OCS Class #57 graduated 18 new lieutenants, and
their units will be happy to have them on their first drill in September. As an association, we continue to reach out to our new
officers, and encourage them to join our ranks so that their interests will be represented in both Washington, and St. Paul. It
might seem like a familiar refrain, but we are nothing without
our membership. As we head into autumn, and look forward to
the return of school and football and all those hallmarks of the
fall season, it is critical that we reach out to our officers here in
the state and encourage them to be members of our association. As the budget becomes more and more of a
crunch, our voices will need to be heard more than ever on capitol hill. To date, the state’s Enlisted Association
and our Guard Association are the only entities who specifically look out for our force. Encourage your fellow
officers to join!
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