Winter 2018

VIKANG NEWS
Minnesota Army National Guard Humvee is parked at an entrance of the U.S. Bank
Stadium during Super Bowl 52 week in Minneapolis, Minn., Jan. 31, 2018. Soldiers
and equipment are used to perform routine security as directed by Minnesota
Governor. (Minnesota National Guard photo by Sgt. Luther C. Talks)

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Chief Warrant Officer 5 Brent Jensen

Greetings fellow NGAMN officers:
Spring is right around the corner and that means another state conference is on the horizon. This year’s conference
will be held at the Hyatt Regency in Bloomington, MN. Conference registration is available online. Please consider
participating in our state’s conference. It isn’t often we get a chance to come together socially, establishing new relationships and sustaining current ones.
This will be my last newsletter as your association president. The year has flown by and I have been honored to have
had the opportunity to serve. As you all know, the readiness of the Minnesota National Guard is a priority for both
state and federal missions. MNNG demonstrated this readiness during Super Bowl 52 and will continue to demonstrate our ability to support the Governor of Minnesota as well as the President.
NGAUS plays a role in our ability to respond when called upon. Through their efforts all retired National Guardsmen
are now recognized as veterans. They were also a strong voice to highlight the 12304b benefits disparity between active component and the National Guard which brought about change in Washington. They also fought to expand GI
Bill benefits for Reservists. Currently, they are lobbying decision-makers on funding for additional equipment and
modernization initiatives, military construction, and military benefits. Closer to home, the Minnesota legislature approved tax exempt status for retiree pay. Without a strong membership, our voice in Minnesota and Washington will
go unheard. In the coming months, our board will be contacting officers in the MNNG to ask for their participation in
our association. Minnesota is known nationwide as a leader in almost every readiness metric, but we are lagging behind in association membership. Each of us must take an active role to recruit and retain our fellow officers in our
state’s association.
Again, it has been a pleasure to serve as your association president. I want to personally thank each of you for your
support and mentorship. Lt Col Lyle Rock will be taking the reins in April. He is a passionate leader and will use that
same passion to lead the association to greener pastures.
V/R
CW5 Brent Jensen

Vice President—Air
Lieutenant Colonel Lyle Rock

I would like to extend a warm welcome to Major General Jon Jensen, who assumed responsibility as the 31st Minnesota National Guard Adjutant General in October 2017. At our alumni sponsored Holiday Social Dinner in December,
General Jensen shared his vision of combining the Enlisted and Officer State Conferences, out of a desire to create
more unity and opportunity for dialogue about the future of the Minnesota National Guard. Both organizations are
struggling right now with record lows for memberships and so the timing for us to partner on special events is right.
This past weekend I was extremely disappointed to find out that the Enlisted Association had to cancel their Annual
State Conference in Mankato due to low attendance. This needs to be a wakeup call for all of us as we watch our
memberships decline and continue to decline. There is no better time to partner with the Enlisted Association on such
an event and so our NGAMN board would like to invite all Enlisted Soldiers and Airman to join us at our 113 th Annual
NGAMN State Conference and Exhibition, taking place on Saturday April 28 th, 2018 at the Hyatt Regency in Bloomington. This will be a great opportunity to engage on crucial issues facing the Guard and stay in touch with what’s happening at the national level as well as talk and network with some of the Minnesota’s finest military leaders on both
the officer and the enlisted side. The Enlisted Association will have an opportunity to have some breakout sessions
and to attend the joint business meeting.
Another way we would like to promote unity of our troops will be during our 1 st Annual Minnesota National Guard
Golf Tournament Fundraiser. The National Guard Association of Minnesota and The Minnesota Enlisted Association
are proud to be partnering together for this exciting event. It’s taking place on Friday, June 1 st at Emerald Greens in
Hastings, MN. The cost is $75 per player for those who register before May 15 th. The fee will include 18 holes of golf,
a cart, free driving range balls, dinner and prizes to follow. Funds earned will be evenly split between our two organizations and help us fight for the many resolutions that modernize our aging equipment and maintain our benefits
which are vital in executing our missions. One such resolution which is being put forward is to allow Federal Technicians to receive Tri-Care benefits instead of the current costly health care plan they are forced to use. Please check
our website NGAMN.org for more information about the tournament and how to sign up. If you would like to be involved with the planning committee or to help during the tournament, please contact me directly, my information is at
the bottom of this page.
On a final note, we NEED and WANT to see you at the Annual State Conference in April! I urge you to get involved and
make connections with your fellow military family by planning to attend our State Conference. We always have a
great time, and the location is right here in Bloomington. I hope to see you there and hope you’ll consider attending
the National Conference in New Orleans this August as well.
Feel free to contact me if you have any questions. lylewrock@comcast.net or 612-978-8473
Respectfully,
Lt Col Lyle Rock

Vice President—Army
Major Noelle Racette
There has been a lot of change in the MN National Guard in the past few months, and it doesn’t look to be
slowing down in the near future. We have new leadership throughout the organization to include MG Jensen assuming the responsibilities as the Adjutant General, MG Corell taking command of the 34 th ID and Col Blomquist taking command of the 148th FW.
Our Citizen Soldiers’ OPTEMPO is impressive and we should be proud of our accomplishments. The work we do is exceptional. More than 400 guardsmen supported security efforts for Super Bowl 52 in Minneapolis. A dozen guardsmen provided much needed relief in Puerto Rico after Hurricane Maria. We welcomed home the 257th MPs from their deployment to
Guantanamo Bay where they weathered Hurricane Irma. All this was going on while “Big Army” was making significant
changes to how we identify “ready units.”
The Minnesota National Guard (Army & Air) has a reputation of operational excellence. There is no doubt we will continue
to maintain that standard of excellence as throughout the ongoing and upcoming deployments. Until there is no longer a
need for a MN National Guard, the National Guard Association will be here to support servicemembers and their families.
Primarily, this is done through lobbying and legislative activities that enhance equipment, training, benefits for Minnesota
National Guardsmen and their families.
This year the NGAMN is adapting some of the ways we support Guardsmen and their families. We are drafting legislation to
ensure service members receive briefings on little known entitlements. We have also invited several Veteran Services Organizations to set up tables at our conference to talk to leaders about how the organizations can assist the troops and their
families, before a situation becomes a crisis. We are looking for ways to get “left of the boom” for service members. We
continue to seek ways to better serve you.
For the NGAMN to be successful, we need you. We need you to become and to stay a member of the association. The
NGAMN voice is more powerful in the state legislature and in D.C. when we have the numbers to back us. As the saying
goes, “The squeaky wheel gets the grease.” The National Guard Association of MN will continue to squeak on your behalf.
How loud we squeak, depends on you.
Personally, I am looking forward to the NGAMN State Conference on April 27-29, 2018 at the Hyatt Regency in Bloomington
MN. I’m excited learn more about NGAUS priorities, network with other professionals and engage the veteran service organization representatives. Mostly, I am eager to see people I haven’t seen in a while and talk about the “good ole days.” I
hope to see you there.

84th Troop Command
First Lieutenant Andrea Peterson
2017 was an exciting year for the 84th Troop Command, this quarter highlighting several unique training objectives for the brigade. 84TC was activated for State Active Duty, tasked with over 400 Soldiers to provide support
to the Minneapolis Police Department in providing security, surveillance, and a strategic military presence over critical
building infrastructures, equipment, civilian personnel, and VIP throughout Super Bowl LII.
From a leadership perspective involved in a small portion of the planning process, it was an exciting experience to be a part
of the collaboration required to make the SB52 operation a success. Law enforcement was recruited from across the country, along with several specialty task forces including K-9 units, as well as organizations and communities that came forward
in order to support the efforts, including North Central University, the Mall of America, numerous armories in the metro,
and local businesses that contributed unique means to make for a truly “Bold North” Super Bowl experience. The success
of SB52 was a result of the tremendous collaboration between various local law enforcement agencies, the National Guard,
and the countless additional organizations and companies involved with hosting this prestigious event.
As the 84th TC representative, I had a unique opportunity to speak with fellow field grade officers about my involvement
with the National Guard Association of the United States. This is a year to bring about stronger awareness to this organization and to foster a greater understanding of our association’s importance in advocating on the behalf of Army and Air
Guardsmen and women in regards to crucial issues. With the support of my leadership, I look forward to helping make this
happen.

Vice President—Alumni Group
Brigadier General (Retired) Tim Kennedy
The Alumni Group hosted the NGAMN Holiday Dinner on Friday, December 1 st at the Embassy Suites
Minneapolis Airport in Bloomington. We had 74 people attend who had the opportunity to meet and
listen to our Adjutant General, MG Jon Jensen. It was a great opportunity to MG Jensen lay out his priorities and to
know of his support for NGAMN and NGAUS. Our next hosted dinner will be Friday, April 27 th at the Hyatt Regency in
Bloomington as a part of the 113th NGAMN state conference. Please consider attending. That night is also the night
which hospitality rooms open so you can enjoy a nice dinner and then enjoy the hospitality rooms.
Every October, the Minnesota Army National Guard conducts a ceremony to induct retired or former members into
the Minnesota National Guard Court of Honor. Inductees are selected by the Memorialization Committee from nominations submitted and anyone can submit a nomination. I encourage you to consider nominating a deserving officer,
warrant officer or enlisted personnel. There are two main criteria that are considered. One is distinguished professional achievement and service by military personnel who attain uncommon prestige as a member of the Minnesota
Army National Guard, typically by strong, proactive leadership in a position of high responsibility. The second is recognized service and advocacy for the National Guard, State and Nation which extends well beyond what is routinely expected in the course of one's job or military assignment – in other words, what has the individual done as a volunteer?
If you have any questions, contact me at bgrettim@gmail.com.
Volunteerism is important to many Alumni Group members. You will be seeing notices of golf outings to support the
National Guard Youth Camp and the Minnesota Military Family Foundation. We will appreciate any support that you
can give to those events.
Please help me reach out to retired and former Minnesota National Guard officers. Our Alumni Group is well represented nationally and we can do better. Thank you for your membership in NGAMN and NGAUS.

2017 Scholarship Winners!
Congratulations to our 2017 Scholarship Award winners! Brandon Mandt was our
HiWay Federal Credit Union $1000 Scholarship Award winner this year. Brandon
is enjoying his Freshman yer at the Swenson College of Science
and Engineering at the University of Minnesota - Duluth Campus. Congratulations and we wish you the best of luck in your
studies, Brandon!
We also awarded two $500 Scholarship Awards. The first went
to Tyler Cromwell, who is attending Central Lakes College and is
majoring in Videography Production. Congratulations on your
scholarship award Tyler!
Last but not least, it is our pleasure to congratulate Madeline Funk for her appointment to the United States Military
Academy at West Point this year. Madeline was the final recipient of our $500 scholarship award, and she is using the
funds to pay for uniforms and text books this year! Congrats Madeline!
If you are a member of the Association, and you are attending college, or have a dependent who is attending college,
please consider applying for our 2018 Scholarships. Details can be found online at www.ngamn.org.

Vice President—Warrant Officers
CW4 Tina L. Podratz

The 113th General Conference April 27-29, 2018 at the Hyatt Regency in Bloomington MN Hosted by 133 AW is upon
us. I challenge each and every one of our current members to attend and invite a fellow Warrant Officer. Wouldn't it
be nice to see at least 100 warrant officers attend when it is the 100th Anniversary Year of the Warrant Officer? I have
been attending the State Conference over the past 15+ years and I have to say it is a great time. The Friday Night Hospitality Rooms are a great time to mingle with other officers and start new friendship/mentorships. Saturday Morning
starts the business meeting and we hear about the state of the Guard - both Air and Army and from guest speakers. Saturday Night is the Dinner where we are entertained before we get to enjoy more time and visit with others
from our organization. The Warrant Officers’ attendance has been low in past years, partially because many do not
know about the event or what it is about. Many have thought of it as a big "drunk fest", but it has evolved over the
years to more of a social gathering. In addition, this is the first time that a Warrant Officer has been the President of
our Association. CW5 Brent Jensen has been doing an outstanding job! Come and support him as he relinquishes the
reigns to the Air National Guard.
Also, in case you didn't know - In honor of the 100th Anniversary of the Warrant Officer Corps, the Association is picking
up the dues for your annual state membership when you join and pay your dues for a National Annual membership this
year! On the website, select the "Click to Join or Renew today" link at the top to open the membership form, then select "2018 Warrant Free State Annual" from the State Annual Drop down. Next, select your appropriate Rank and fee
from the National Annual dropdown. Fill out the rest of the form, pay, and Thank you for your service!
PLEASE NOTE - MEMBERSHIP IN THE NATIONAL GUARD ASSOCIATION ENCOMPASSES BOTH THE STATE AND NATIONAL
DUES AS PER THE STATE ASSOCIATION BY-LAWS; YOU CANNOT BE A MEMBER OF THE STATE ASSOCIATION WITHOUT
BEING A MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION AND VICE VERSA.
Pass the word.
Tina L. Podratz
Vice President - Warrant Officers

Vice President - Legislative Affairs
Lieutenant Colonel James Douglas
NGAUS - One of the main legislative priorities for NGAUS last year was to provide the same education and
TRICARE benefits for Guardsmen mobilized under 12304b authority as the active duty component receives. The G.I. Bill signed into law in August 2017 provided education benefits for Guardsmen mobilized under 12304b
authority. More recently, the fiscal 2018 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) signed into law December 12, 2017
included addressed TRICARE. Guardsmen mobilized under 12304b authority will now have access to TRICARE during the
pre and post-mobilization periods.
NGAMN - We are working with State Representative Jeff Howe (LTC Retired) on state legislation to clearly authorize Minnesota National Guard Units to provide SSLI information to Guard members, including during weekend drills and annual
training. Access to the State Sponsored Life Insurance (SSLI) is great benefit provided exclusively to members of the Minnesota National Guard. Unfortunately, we have done a poor job of informing Minnesota National Guard members of
their SSLI benefits. Did you know that all new members have a no-cost SSLI life insurance benefit of $10,000 for their
first year of service? How many new members of the Minnesota National Guard do you think completed the enrollment
form to get this no-cost life insurance benefit in 2017? Sadly, the answer is zero. Do you know of Guard members who
retired, lost their SGLI, and struggled to get life insurance? Did they know about SSLI? Some in our ranks are so risk
averse, they have chosen not to inform Guard members of their SSLI benefits. Their concern is “Why should we inform
Guard members of SSLI and not all of the other commercially available life insurance programs?” The answer is that
commercially available life insurance programs do not provide no-cost life insurance benefits for Guard members and
they are not exclusively for Guard members. In addition, many commercially available life insurance products may not
be suitable life insurance for Guard members because they contain a war exclusion or aviation exclusion clause. I also
want to point out that the SSLI benefit is not dependent upon membership in EANGUS or NGAUS. It is a benefit for all
members of the Minnesota National Guard. I encourage you to like NGAMN on Facebook and write your state legislator
to support this proposal during this legislative session.
LTC Douglas

347th Regional Support Group
Captain Elizabeth Clapero

The RSG recently made the news as it held its joint farewell and welcoming ceremony! Star Tribune interviewed a few of our own as thirty nine soldiers are one month out from leaving for Kuwait and an Acquisition team of four who had returned last fall. Both Senators Amy Klobuchar and Tina Smith and US Representatives
Betty McCollum, Erik Paulsen, and Tom Emmer were present and spoke highly of our state’s National Guard as a
whole. It is moments like these that we need to remember and remind those in public office of when we advocate for
equal benefits that are so easy to take for granted; whether it is affordable health insurance for traditional soldiers
who are nonfederal employees, the wealth of resources now available for families during deployment, or access to education benefits proportionate to active years served.
These benefits were hard fought on the hill, and it’s time to take the hill again on behalf of those who serve. At the
state level, we are working to make supplemental life insurance information widely accessible across the state. At the
federal level, NGAUS is asking for additional Cyber Protection Teams, 8 more UH-60 Black Hawk M models, and funding to modernize our fleet of HMMWVs. If there is something that you as a current or retired member of the National
Guard would like to see happen legislatively, support NGAMN and NGAUS through continued membership and don’t
hesitate to reach out to your association representative or through the website, Facebook, or any of the number of
events hosted by the association and its members through the year.

2018 Membership Enrollment Form
National Guard Association of Minnesota
PO Box 47132
Plymouth, MN 55447
Phone: 763-202-2151
Name_______________________________________________________________Rank_____________________________________________
Address______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City_________________________________________________________________State_____________ Zip____________________________
Home Phone_______________________________________ Work Phone____________________________ Cell_________________________
Unit Assignment________________________________________________________ Group__________________________________________
E-mail________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Amount Due_______________________ (See table below) Make check payable to NGAMN send to address above
To pay by credit card, fill out the following: Check credit card type: Master Card [ ] Visa [ ] 3 Digit Code: __________________
Account Number:__________________________________________________________Exp Date:_____________________________________

Grade

O1

O2

O3

O4

O5

O6

O7

O8

WO1

CW2

CW3

CW4

CW5

State

$ 15.00

$ 15.00

$ 20.00

$ 30.00

$ 35.00

$ 35.00

$ 40.00

$ 40.00

$ 15.00

$ 15.00

$ 20.00

$ 30.00

$ 30.00

National

$ 30.00

$ 45.00

$ 59.00

$ 72.00

$ 85.00

$ 108.00

$ 123.00

$ 139.00

$ 26.00

$ 35.00

$ 46.00

$ 59.00

$ 73.00

Total

$ 45.00

$ 60.00

$ 79.00

$ 102.00

$ 120.00

$ 143.00

$ 163.00

$ 179.00

$ 41.00

$ 50.00

$ 66.00

$ 89.00

$ 103.00

Associate Member: $25
Newly Commissioned Officer and Warrant Officers receive free membership for period of one year and any portion of the year in which
appointed.
Active Life NGAUS Membership: one lump sum payment of $1,000.00 or over two years in four $250 installments.
Active State Life Membership: one lump sum payment of $250
For Retired Officers: NGAUS Life Member $125 State Life Member $50
GROUPS
1st Brigade Combat Team
347th Regional Support Group
34th Infantry Division/Division Separates
133rd Airlift Wing
148th Fighter Wing
Joint Forces Headquarters
34th Combat Aviation Brigade
84th Troop Command
Warrant Officers
Alumni Group

113th NGAMN State Conference & Exhibition
27-29 April 2018
Hyatt Regency, Bloomington MN
FRIDAY EVENING ALUMNI DINNER MENU CHOICES (Check your Selection)
Rank/Name:
Walleye $41.00

Pork $41.00

Chicken $41.00

Vegetarian $41.00

Pork $41.00

Chicken $41.00

Vegetarian $41.00

Guest Name:
Walleye $41.00

* See website for meal details and what's included.

SATURDAY EVENING BANQUET MENU CHOICES (Check your Selection)
Rank/Name:
Walleye $44.00

Steak $48.00

Chicken $40.00

Vegetarian $40.00

Steak $48.00

Chicken $40.00

Vegetarian $40.00

Guest Name:
Walleye $44.00

* See website for meal details and what's included.

Additional Options
Circle Selection(s)

Pricing

**Saturday Business Meeting
Registration (includes breakfast & lunch)
$40.00

Saturday Breakfast Guest
$25.00

** Required

Card Type ( Visa | MC | Dscvr | Amex )
Security Code (3 or 4 digit code):

Card #
Expiration Date (Month/Year):

Name on Card:
Billing Address:
City:

State/Zip:

Telephone (Work):

Telephone (Home):

E-Mail:
Unit Name:

Total to be charged: $

Hotel Options: (Blocks are under "National Guard Association of MN". Rates do not include taxes and fees)

Rooms are available until 13 APRIL 2018 at a rate of $99.00 per night. Call 888-591-1234 to make
reservations or go online to https://aws.passkey.com/go/NATGUARD2018
Submit registrations NLT 13 APRIL 2018 online at https://www.ngamn.org/stateconference or PRINT
and mail to: NGAMN, PO Box 47132, Plymouth, MN 55447

1st Armored Brigade Combat Team
First Lieutenant Tyler Anderson

The Bloomington-based 1st Armored Brigade Combat Team of the 34th Infantry Division consists of
eight subordinate battalions, including the 1-145th Armor Regiment from Ohio. Nearly 5,500 soldiers
make up the brigade’s combined arms, cavalry, artillery, engineer and brigade support battalions, constituting more than half of the Minnesota National Guard’s total force structure.

2017 Accomplishments - In June 2017, the brigade headquarters and 2nd Combined Arms Battalion, 136th Infantry
Regiment, deployed to Lithuania and participated in the Saber Strike exercise, an annual, U.S.-led exercise conducted in
Poland, Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia. This two week combined arms exercise brought together seven nations and four
service branches to test their ability to work together as one cohesive NATO enhanced forward presence battle group.
The exercise also strengthened the Minnesota National Guard’s state partnership with Croatia as U.S. and Croatian service members trained side-by-side with a common goal of promoting interoperability and deterring international
threats.
The decisive action of the Saber Strike exercise was a multinational Army aviation assault into the Suwalki Gap, a sixtymile wide important piece of land that connects Poland to Lithuania. This required the flexibility of multiple countries to
make their own doctrine, equipment and procedures work in unison, all while using different languages. The 1/34 ABCT
served as the air assault headquarters and was the coordinating headquarters for all parties involved. This terrainfocused campaign exercise against a notional invasion was a success. The aviation move went as planned with the entire ground task force delivered on time to the correct location. This was a tactical success and was a great reintroduction of the Army to conventional capabilities and set the standard for decisive action training events to come.
In September 2017, A company of Soldiers from the 1 st Combined Arms Battalion, 194th Armor traveled to Sweden to
take part in Exercise Aurora 17. The cooperative, national defense training exercise organized by the Swedish Armed
Forces was the first of its kind to be conducted in the country in over 20 years. The Soldiers worked with the armed
forces of France, Finland, Norway, Denmark, Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania to simulate an opponent, challenging the
Swedish defense.
Two company teams from the 1-194th traveled to Fort Hood, Texas, in 2017 to serve as opposing forces for the Tennessee National Guard’s 278th Armored Brigade Combat Team’s eXportable Combat Training Capabilities (XCTC) exercise.

2018 Objectives - In 2018 the 1st ABCT will participate in several training events that will continue to enhance the brigade’s sustained readiness at both the individual and unit levels.
In June, the brigade will participate in the 34th Infantry Division’s warfighter exercise as a subordinate unit. During the
division’s warfighter, the 1st ABCT will also conduct a command post exercise to maintain the proficiency of the brigade
staff.
Two units from the brigade will conduct force-on-force operations in support of XCTC exercises this year. The 1 st Squadron, 94th Cavalry will travel to Fort Bliss in August to train with the 30th Armored Brigade Combat Team and the brigade’s Ohio-based 1st Battalion, 145th Armor Regiment will travel to Idaho to train with the 116th Armored Brigade Combat Team in June.
1- 194 Armor and 2-136 Infantry will focus on platoon level maneuver validation and crew live fire at Camp Ripley Training Center this summer with integrated fires support from the 1 st Battalion, 125th Field Artillery.
Lastly, as a designated Focused Readiness Unit, the 2-135 Infantry will participate in a warfighter exercise in April with
the 2nd Infantry Brigade Combat Team, 34th Infantry Division, and conduct squad-level live fire and platoon maneuver
training.

Come support your
Minnesota National
Guard by playing in
our sure to be fun
event!
────

Cost to play is $75 per player
and includes: free range balls,
18 holes of golf with a cart and
dinner to follow. Sign up at
NGAMN.org

JUNE 1, 2018
1st ANNUAL
MINNESOTA NATIONAL GUARD
ASSOCIATIONS’

────

Registration Deadline: Sign up
early, after May 15th, the price
increases to $85
per person.

Golf Tournament
12:00 Shot Gun Start
Emerald Greens, Hastings, MN
The National Guard Association of Minnesota and the
Minnesota Enlisted Association are proud to work for
the betterment of National Guard Soldiers and Airmen
with the community-based
MN National Guard.

For More Information:
Contact Lt Col Lyle Rock
at
lylewrock@comcast.net
612-978-8473
www.ngamn.org

We would like to see you, your friends and family

or

there! Beginner, Intermediate and Experienced golfers

Ray Kennedy
at
651-402-8786
president@mngea.com

are All invited.

Player Information
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________

**Prize Donation Offers are greatly appreciated. If you would like to donate a prize, we will proudly advertise
your business on our prize table using your flier and business cards or in player gift bags. Please fill out this portion below with your donation information or go to either of our websites to sign up. NGAMN.org or MNGEA.com
Contact Person _________________________ Company Name__________________________________________
Address_______________________________________, City___________________, Zip_____________________
Phone________________________________Email____________________________________________________
Prize or Sponsorship Offer__________________________________________________________________________________

If sponsoring or donating, send your high-resolution logo to: lylewrock@comcast.net

Please send your check, players list and a copy of this form to:
Minnesota National Guard Association
P.O. Box 47132
Plymouth, MN. 55447
For More Information Please Contact:
Lt Col Rock at 612-978- 8473 or via email at lylewrock@comcast.net
Ray Kennedy at 651-402-8786 or via email at president@mngea.com

Sponsorship Opportunities

Gold Level: $1,000










Complimentary event registrations (one golf foursome)
Name announced during prize giveaways
Banner or logo included on promotional materials and signage, flyers, website, banners,
newsletters
Literature placement on each table
Featured mentions on social media
Merchant booth at event (at sponsors expense)
Opportunity to include branded item in player gift bags
One premium hole sponsorship
Silver Level: $500










Name announced during prize giveaways
Banner or logo included on promotional materials and signage, flyers, website, banners,
newsletters
Literature placement on each table
Featured mentions on social media
Merchant booth at event (at sponsors expense)
Opportunity to include branded item in player gift bags
One premium hole sponsorship
Bronze Level: $200





Merchant booth at event (at sponsors expense)
Opportunity to include branded item in player gift bags
One premium hole sponsorship
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National Guard Association of
Minnesota
C/O Mark J. Martin
PO Box 47132
Plymouth, MN 55447

Executive Director
Major (Retired) Mark Martin
I haven’t taken the time to write in the newsletter over the course of the last year, so I figured it was
time for me to say hello again. I hope that this communication finds all of you well.
We have had some fantastic developments over the course of the last year which continue to encourage our membership. We have successfully partnered with state legislators and community advocates to pass the bill to discontinue
the state tax on military pensions in Minnesota. This is a huge victory for all our service members, both retired and
those still serving. It allows our members to continue to live in this great state of ours and carry on the tradition of
proudly serving members of the Minnesota National Guard without experiencing a tax that our neighbors on either
side and to the south have been exempt from all these years.
On the national level, we have successfully lobbied to enact Post 9/11 GI Bill Benefits under 12304b orders, PreDeployment TRICARE and transitional health benefits under 12304b orders, Expansion of GI Bill Eligibility, and we’ve
successfully eliminated the 15-year cap on using GI Bill Benefits.
Our priorities in Fiscal 2019 at the State Level involve a bill to codify the law for SSLI Benefits in the state, and at the
national level we’ll be endeavoring to extend the Early Retirement Credit under 12304b orders for all service members
who were deployed in support of the war on terror dating back to 9/11. This is a big one, as it directly affects the
retirement benefits of all our soldiers and airmen who were deployed early, including the BCT in 2005-2007.
Your National Guard Association is hard at work taking care of you, your equipment/readiness levels, your families and
dwell time, and your benefits as National Guard members. There has never been a better time for you to advocate
membership to your fellow officers. Help us grow our membership and you will see our effectiveness increase exponentially!
Thank you,
Mark

